Magnetic resonance imaging and cerebrospinal fluid immunoassay in the diagnosis of cerebral schistosomiasis: experience in southwest China.
We analysed the magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) clinical characteristics as well as serum and cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) immunoassay results in 41 patients with cerebral schistosomiasis. Thirty-five cerebral schistosomiasis patients were diagnosed by imaging and immunoassay, five by post-operative pathological examination and one by diagnostic treatment with praziquantel. We found that MRI showed specific enhancement, forming the 'Buddha's hand' appearance. Although this pattern of MRI enhancement may not be present in all cases of cerebral schistosomiasis, when it is observed a diagnosis of cerebral schistosomiasis should be considered. Meanwhile, CSF immunoassay may also play an important role in the differential diagnosis of cerebral schistosomiasis.